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2006 Encountering Tung Flower in Taoyuan

Taoyuan County Government previously made an announcement to withdraw from the “2006 Ha-
kka Tung Blossom Festival” hosted by Council for Hakka Affairs, Executive Yuan the Council could
seriously look at the problem within its system and expected as well as the uneven resource allocation.
Because of considering the dignity of over 700 thousand Hakka residents in the county and their rights
to appreciate the beauty of tung flowers, Taoyuan County Government has announced to host the “2006
Encountering Tung Flowers in Taoyuan” festival. This announcement has acquired support and recog-
nition from Miaoli County, which will cooperate with Taoyuan County to co-host several activities with
tung flowers as the main theme. In the ceremony of “Alliance between Taoyuan and Miaoli by the
Hearts of Tung Flowers”™ the April 30th, the two counties formally concluded sister relationship for
tung flowers.

The “2006 Encountering Tung Flowers in Taoyuan” festival hosted solely by Taoyuan County
Government has been launched by a series of activities in Lungtan and Yangmei from April 24th to May
27t Thanks the participation of eight community literature and history groups along with the support
from local business co-operations, these activities demonstrate great varieties which include tung flow-
ers sketch contests and Hakka poem reading contests for children, song and dance exhibition, Hakka folk
songs, poem writing instruction, Hakka rice cake DIY, picnic under tung flower trees, tung flower path
tour, eco-system and ancient buildings tour, experiencing village life, making oriental beauty tea, making
a wish under tung flower trees, Jiouzuoliao workshop achievement demonstration, creative markets and

stage performance, traditional Hakka songs,

music and dance exhibition and experience sha-
ring. All these activities combine the distin-
guishing features of the Hakka culture and the
beautiful sceneries of tung flowers in the local-
ity. Moreover, they provide a very different but
creative cultural feast for the participants to
have a rewarding journey:.

When tung flowers dance gracefully like
snow falling in May, we sincerely welcome you
to bring your friends and relatives to Taoyuan,
=, %vhere you can take a relaxing stroll in the woods
Where tung flower pedals fall, listen to tradi-
tional Hakka music, and taste genuine Hakka
delicacies. Let s all experience the Taoyuan
primitive beauty of Hakka together!
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"Love the Earth by Taking One Positive Action
a Day to Improve Our Environment”
Press Conference Speech Manuscript

My dear friends, did you know? According to the
estimation made by the Environmental Protection
Bureau of Taoyuan County government, our county
consumed approximately 900 thousand pairs of dispos-
able chopsticks per day. As a result, nearly 30 million
pairs of disposable chopsticks per month turn into was-
tes. In addition, based on our research, each month in
the Taoyuan region, about 1.1 thousand tons of plastic
bags are discarded after being used only once. In other

words, approximately 40 million plastic bags are di-
scarded each month in Taoyuan County. By looking at
the extraordinary volume of recycled papers and containers, which reach as high as 6100 tons per mon-
th, one can easily conclude that our country definitely ranks number one in the world, when it comes
to the usage of disposable products. Moreover, various flyers are spotted everywhere, which not only
disgraces the look of our cities drastically, but it also results in many garbage problems.

In fact, we can prevent this kind of environmental pollution caused merely by an individual's de-
sire for convenience. If all of us can spend a little effort showing the love for the Earth by taking action
to do one good thing to help protect our environment every day, such as bringing our own chopsticks
when dinning out, carrying our own shopping bags and cups, the environmental protection movement
can be easily put into practice. Whenever we are not in a rush, we could try utilizing mass transporta-
tion instead of driving our own vehicles, or taking the stairs rather then elevators. By doing so, we will
save energy, reduce air pollution, and get some exercise as well.

Today, on Earth Day 2006, Taoyuan County Government has proposed many activities hoping to
encourage our residents to show the love for the Earth by taking action to do one good thing to protect
our environment every day. You can start by selecting one of the proposed activities to love our Earth,
[ such as bringing our own dinning utensils and shopping
bags, tearing off flyers when spotting one, or even beco-
ming a volunteer on our environmental protection team,
which will be officially established tomorrow, to help
cleaning our mountains, beaches, and streets. Please se-
lect one activity and let us start practicing the living sty-
le of loving health and loving the Earth between you and
me.

(Courtesy of Environment Protection Bureau,
Taoyuan County Government)
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The opening of MOD

We all clearly see that the government of Taoyuan County has put up a great effort in education
for the pass few years, especially in the aspect of IT (information technology) education. The initiation
of the policy to renovate computer classrooms has upgraded computers and its peripheral equipments
also make sure each class is equipped with computers and internet access (the total of over 400 million
NT dollars has invested during the year 2002-2005, and another 150 million NT dollars is going to in-
vest on new projects in 2006). For students to have a safe and easy internet access system, the follow-
ing projects were executed: Installation of the 100MB optical internet (approximately 5 million NT dol-
lars) and wireless internet system (24 million NT dollars) in junior high schools and elementary schools
of the Taoyuan County.

After accomplished the IT infrastructures mentioned above, our next step is to setup this more ad-
vanced and convenient technology system, MOD (multimedia on demand). Through this system, we
expect to save the cost of individual copyright license of the supplement teaching videos, and replace
teachers with this easy access multimedia teaching system. The purpose of introducing this system is
to not only enhance the effectiveness in teaching and the student's learning efficiency, but also to ex-
press the concern of the environmental issue through the reduction of using CD discs and its recycle
problems .

Besides that, in accordance with the "Power Users of Technology" project propagated by UN in
year 2005, we see the emphasis and importance of IT ability on both teachers and students. Also, in
the year 20006 State of the Union Address, U.S. president George W. Bush indicated that the innovation
and technology talents are both crucial features to the future of the United States. Hence, the capability
to innovate and to utilize IT becomes
essential in the future for both teach-
ers and students of the Taoyuan
County to acquire. The County gov-
ernment will definitely devote more
resources and manpower to cultivate
the IT ability of our next generation
to reinforce their ability to compete

in the future.

Courtesy of Education Bureau, Ta-

oyuan County Government
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