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2006} Teacher” $0ay and
Eonfiucius) Worship) Gexemony

This year is the deceased saint Confucius 2556 anni-
versary. The annual memorial ceremony for worshiping
Confucius was held respectfully by the representative of
Taoyuan County at Taoyuan Confucius Temple on Septem-
ber 28, 2006. Taoyuan County Magigrate Chu Li-lan ser-
vedas ChengHsienKuan tohos Shih Tien Ceremony.
Civil Affairs Bureau director Chen Chia-hsing served as

Chiul Kuan and wasin charge of the ceremony's pro-
cedure. Confucius Shih Tien Ceremony completely follows
ancient etiquette. After the worship ceremony, wisdom
cake and wisdom hair were digtributed immediately
to the public according to the previous example.

Worshiping  Ta Cheng deceased saint Confucius ceremony iscalled Shih TienLi . Asearly asdynasty
Chou, the school aways worshiped the deceased teacher each season to express the respect to teachers and moral.
However, theso called  deceased teachers then did not indicate a certain person or some persons. For the teacher
and sudent, al the teachers who have ever had contribution to education and passed away were the subjects of wor-
shiping. Afterwards, because Confucius paid much attention to education when he was alive and had a pretty high
achievement to result in enormous influence on educational development, the subject of Shih Tien mainly focused on
Confucius gradually. Indynasty Sui, Confuciuswas calledrespectfully deceasedteacher andthen ShihTien
became the privilege of Confucius Worship Ceremony.

After the establishment of the Republic of China, due to the unstable society, Shih Tien Ceremony was not al-
waysheld at every regionin China. Unlike the previous dynasty which hasthe precise etiquette to fol low, the Ministry
of Education obeyed the deceased President Chiang Kai-shek's indication to invite Ministry of Interior, other authori-
ties concerned, and retained scholars and experts to
proceed the study and plan in 1968. After discussion
and improvement, therevised ceremony procedurewas
finished within 60 minutes in 1976 eventually. There-
action was very good and it is still taken today. Now-
adays, Confucius Temple's Confucius Worship Cere-
mony is as solemn as the ancient system. The new sys-
tem balances the complex and smple. In addition, it
follows the righteousness and mean. This revolution
has alot of contribution to carry out our renaissance.
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