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Around Hutoushan, Wufu Village, Lujhu Township isthe early
residence of Pingpu race's Nankan community. Itis also the earliest
developed areain Taoyuan County. It issaid that Chen Cherng-kung
conquered the northern Taiwan in 1661 (Yun Li 16) and quartered
troops there. One solider brought Sheng-Tang Marshal's torch and
forgot taking back. The resdent found the blaze in the dark and be-
lieved it was God's theophany. Therefore, they built a thatch stove
to let people worship. The believer became more and more since
then. It was rebuilt to be atemple in 1745 (Chien Lung 10) and cal-
ledit Sheng-Tang Temple” or“ Marsha Temple.”

After severa renovations, the area extended. It was rebuilt ag-
ain in 1867 (Tung Chi 6) and the name was changed to * ‘Wufu
Temple” In addition, people built a Shenji .pavilion to exhibit the
cherishing word virtue and increase the local | iterature genius loci.
The temple which we see today was rebuilt in 1924 (Ta Cheng 13).
Thistemple hasthree-door wide gate, three entrances, and two court
yards. The decorations, includi ng log congtruction, wood carvi ng, stone carving, Chiao-gi crockery, etc., are
full of art and reserving value. It is worthwhile to appreciate them in detail. :

Shenjl pavilion whi ch located in front of Wufu Templeisatwo-floor, four-angle pavlllon and made of
bricks. The kiln.is at the first floor. The two sides still preserve the donator's tablet. This building has the
special historical value. At the back yard of the temple,  emissary cavity —was built there and many big
rat snakes stay in the cavity. The public call them holy snakes and donate eggs to be their food. This phe-
| ' nomenon let the temple full of legendry
meaning. A parade is held at this temple on
lunar calendar March 15. The public celebra
tes the God holy birthday on March 16 which
is the most pleasant day of the year. In addi-
tion, on lunar caendar Mid July Day, the
public holds a salvation ceremony on lunar
July 15 and puts water lanterns on the river
intheevening of July 14. It is a pleasant cer-
emony which is held by Lujhu Township's
five villages.
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