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The Ghost Festival

The lunar calendar July 15 is an important folk festival in our country. The Buddhist calls it
Yulanpen Festival, and the Taoist calls it Ghost Festival. As time goes by, the difference between
these two is not clear gradually. Thus, it forms the current festival whose focus is on piety,
charity, and assistance.

There are many fables regarding the Ghost Festival. The main two stories are Hades opens
the ghost door and Mulien saves his mother. Hades opens the ghost door on the lunar calendar
July 1 and releases some wandering ghosts who do not have family's worship to enjoy the
public's dedication. They go back to the underworld on the last day of July. Thus, the lunar July
is called ghost month. The other one is Mulien saves his mother. He misses his mother very
much and uses his charisma to save his mother. Unfortunately, he cannot change his mother's
destiny. Eventually, he pleads the merciful Buddha to worship the public and save his mother on
the last day of their summer discipline training.

The related activities between Taiwan's society and this festival include worship, Changu,
releasing water lantern, etc. In order to extend the service area, Taoyuan County Government
especially offers " Electronic Bank of Ghost Festival Worship ; for the youth and the office
worker this year. Therefore, the Ghost Festival worship can be electronicalized. The entire web
participant can get an electronic worship paper made by County Government and printed under
Mazu's witness at Taoyuan Zihu Temple. They will be collected and burn together. By way of 24
hours' electronic bank non-stop service and internet's broad function, this arrangement can
spread the public concern toward the ghost. In addition, the paper money (i.e. the underworth's
bill) will be collected and burn together like last year in order to reduce the CO and other air
polluted gas. The environment protection team will send their professional cars to collect paper
money during the Ghost Festival period and carry them to the burner. This policy can let the

__ public express their bonafides completely and protect everyone's health.

B ___Taoyuan's air quality is promoted a lot because of this policy.
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