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Every year, April 13 to April 15 is Thailand traditional New Year. The Thai calls it SONGKRAN
and the Chinese translation is " Songkran Festival | . It is also so-called " Watering Festival. This
period of time is the most exciting and pleasant moment in a year for Thai. Everyone wears the new
traditional costumes and accessories. They get up early on April 13 and then bring some sacrifices to
temples for worshipping the Buddha and Buddhist. They also buy and release captured birds, fishes,
etc. to accumulate their underworld charitable deeds for this life and next one. After worshipping B-
uddha and releasing animals, the junior takes the silver basin with aromatic and pure water inside
and sprinkles water on the elder’s hands by branches and leaves for expressing their respect. Simult-
aneously, the junior expects to get the elder’s blessings. After this watering ceremony, the watering
festival starts formally.

The Thai labors hired by various industrial areas in Taoyuan County are the most in Taiwan. In
order to release Thai labor’s homesick and offer Taiwan residents an opportunity to witness this spe-
ctacular event— Songkran Festival without going abroad, County Government and Thailand Trade
and Economic Office in Taipei held together Thailand Songkran Festival at Taoyuan County Stadium

in the afternoon of April 12. At the beginning, 9 senior Buddhists conducted fakir ceremony; then,
the ceremony of settling down Buddha statue was held. Magistrate Chu greeted Thai friends in Thali

at the scene when he arrived at the stadium. He congratulated everyone Happy New Year and thank-
ed Thai labors’ contribution to Taoyuan County economics in the passed years. Magistrate Chu exp-

ects that Thailand Songkran Festival can be one of Taoyuan’s characteristics and Taoyuan becomes
Thai friend’s second hometown.

At this activity, the organizer especially arranged a period of time that Thai labor friends could
pray for their most adorable Thailand King. Furthermore, the traditional watering Buddha ceremony
begged the comfortable weather and the country is prosperous and the people live in safety. The dan-
cing team and choir performed wonderful programs at the scene and offered various entertainments
to the participants. Of course, the fire fighting truck drove there and hydrant was used to water every
Thai friend at the scene. This activity lets Taiwan residents and Thai friends understand together the
difference and interest on two countries’ culture and style.
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