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Dragon Boat Festival is a very important folk festival for ChineSe. In addition to Zong-zi
(A pyramid-shaped mass of glutinous rice wrapped in leaves) and driving out evil spirit custom,
people expect most the dragon boat competition. Taoyuan County holds land and water dragon
boat competitions at Jhuwei Wharf, Dayuan and Sightseeing Pond, Longtan. On May 23, the
first activity is land dragon boat competition and seafood festival at Jhuwei Wharf. 70 teams
coming from Taoyuan's townships and other nearby counties register and participate this activity.
The competition rule is that 9 people compose a team. Each member's one leg steps on the
dragon boat which has wheel on the button and the other leg tramples the land in order to go
forward. Other rules are the same as the traditional dragon boat competition. It is a special
character at Dayuan Township, even in Taoyuan County. Every participant does their best under
the sunshine in order to win the champion. The other people at the scene encourage the participant.
The government cooperates with the fisher's association and local community to hold the bustling
festival. At the scene of the marrying team with the bamboo sedan chair and fish charity sale,
the spirit of community empowerment is shown completely.

Longtan Township extends the scope to hold the series activities of " Teamwork & Going
Home Cultural Season ; on May 28 and 29. In additional to the traditional Hakka dragon boat
competition, especially, Chinese Dragon and Lion Sport Association is invited to assist Taoyuan
County Government to hold the first "THigh Stake's Lion King Competition on the Water |
in Taiwan. Longtan's Dragon Boat Competition has almost one hundred years' history; however,
few people know that the dragon boat used in this competition is the only Hakka dragon boat in
Taiwan. Because Taoyuan County is the hometown of thousand ponds, the dragon boat competition
is held in the pond. The water lane is not as long as the river's; thus, the Hakka dragon boat is
shorter than the other's. Moreover, the pose during the competition is one knee on the boat for
racing. It means Hakka's natural born " working hard ; and " perseverance spirit | .

The venue of wonderful High Stake's Lion King Competition on the Water is also set at
The Sightseeing Pond. It is composed by 21 high and low stakes. The participants must jump
Among these 21 stakes and finish some very difficult actions such as up-side-down, turning,
body-pile-up, etc within 15 minutes. During the competition, the audience is surprised and
says bravo for these amazing and dangerous actions. Furthermore, the organizer also arranges
a lot of performances and shows at the scene and agricultural product exhibition. The once a

year beautiful firework show satisfies all the audie sight at 8 PM, May 28.
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