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Held at the square before Taoyuan County Government buildings, the 2009 Indigenous
Ceremony and Music Festival took place on August 1. Fourteen tribes were invited to the event,
performing their typical rituals in arresting-looking and characteristic traditional garments.

Until the end of June, 2009, the number of aborigines registered in Taoyuan County had
grown to 56,652, the third largest indigenous population in Taiwan. The county consists of
all the fourteen aboriginal tribes known, each with its own distinct culture. Through this
celebration, indigenous people could appreciate the fine traditional dances of respective
tribes and learn from each other, which enhanced the multi-cultural development. Meanwhile,
the general public had an opportunity to gain a better understanding of the native inhabitants.

The Indigenous Peoples Department of Taoyuan County Government also sized the chance.
For the first time, it held a formal ceremony for the indigenous scholarship-winners selected
in the second semester of the 97th academic year. The Magistrate, who awarded the grant to
the students, encouraged them to keep on pursuing their studies and ameliorating the education

level and competiveness of the aborigines.

The exhilarating Indigenous Music Party began in the evening to observe the annual
Aborigine's Day. Indigenous music bands rocked the crowd at the square by songs, with graceful
rite performances during the breaks. Around the venue were vendors of unique aboriginal
culinary delights and handicrafts. Therefore, not only did the participants experience the vigor
and beauty of diverse indigenous cultures, they also shared the vitality, pleasure, and passion

of the aborigines.
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