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Dragon Boat Festival is one of the most important three folk festivals. On this day, activi-
ties including dragon boat racing, wrapping Zongzi (a pyramid-shaped mass of glutinous rice
wrapped in bamboo leaves), etc. will be held everywhere. Because of the society’s change, it is
difficult to find an ideal place for holding dragon boat racing. Longtan Township is exception-
ally gifted. During Japanese colony period, Longtan Big Pond began holding dragon boat racing
activity in 1915. Therefore, it has almost 100 years’ history. In past years, Taoyuan County holds
this racing here every year. Dragon boat racing is a sport that can not only train physical
strength and teamwork’s spirit, but also be a recreational activity which a whole family can
watch together.

This year, the dragon boat festival’s series activities extend previous successful experi-
ence. Simultaneously, it wins the strong support of Council for Hakka Affairs, Executive Yuan.
National representative teams coming from domestic team, Mainland China, Hong Kong,
Singapore, etc. participate enthusiastically this dragon boat racing at Longtan Big Pond on June
15 and 16. In addition, this program combines Hakka cultural character to develop related series
activities. They include Hakka rice food competition, Hakka music appreciation and analysis,
traditional festivals like Shen Nong Ceremony (Agriculture God Ceremony) and Shui Shen
Ceremony (Water God Ceremony), Dragon Boat Festival’s fireworks night, high post lion king
contest above water, etc.

The dragon boat racing is very attractive this year. 72 teams including domestic teams,
Mainland China team, and international teams participate this racing. Not only the Hakka
dragon boat racing is exciting, but also is the lion king jumping post above water thrilling. This
year, County Government invites global renowned Huang Feihong Lion Dance and Martial
Arts Center, Shi San Yi Lion Dance, and Ha Kwok Cheung Dragon & Lion Dance Hong Kong.
Everyone adores the widely known Huang Feihong films. The most famous unique skill is the
amazing No Shadow Kick. This time, the sixth generation imparting directly disciple leads their
team to Taiwan. Shi San Yi Lion Dance is also renowned in Guangzhou, Mainland China
because of its lion dance performance. The other international team is Ha Kwok Cheung
Dragon & Lion Dance Hong Kong. It has more than 85 years’ history in Hong Kong’s lion and
dragon dance field and is also a number one’s abundant experienced performance team. Facing
the foreign lion dance teams’ strict challenge, Taiwan’s 10 teams are well-prepared to participate
this racing. After the day time’s nervous racing, County Government holds fireworks festival in
the evening. The fireworks show is as long as 30 minutes. The people at the scene are amazed
and cheer continuously
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