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Fathers are just like mountains, standing fearlessly against raging storms. August is the
blossoming season of lotus and the time for thanksgiving. Similar to an enormous tree, a father
shelters his family from worries. Resembling a pure lotus flower, he rises untainted from mud
and lives by virtue. Since fathers are so worthy of our reverence, we do not take this occasion
lightly.

Traditionally, Taiwanese fathers observe lofty paternal virtue—setting noble examples with
diligence and sacrifice for their loved ones. Taoyuan County Government had the three-fold
objectives of promoting the traditional paternal virtue, honoring fathers’ great love and improv-
ing social values. It is hoped that, by means of the festivity, folks will become grateful to others
and thus build happy families and a harmonious society. To achieve the aims, the government
created a joint event named 2010 Model Father Accolade Celebration and the Second Lotus
Flower Princess Beauty Contest. The celebration was held at Sinwu Township’s Jiudu Recre-
ational and Organic Ranch and started at 10 a.m., August 1. ..

This year, nominees of model fathers were first recommended by Taoyuan’s thirteen
villages, townships and cities as well as cerebral palsy, mental deficiency and blindness welfare
foundations. Later, a committee determined the list of twenty-five awarders. Each model father
had his own brave and moving story to tell, demonstrating an unyielding spirit during tough
time. With resilience and courage, the recipients reminded us that fathers, shouldering gigantic
responsibilities, are “the greats in ordinary life”.

It was a jovial and touching festivity that gave the best wishes to all model fathers. In his
remark, the Magistrate noted that lots of the so-called “Sandwiched Fathers” confront the chal-
lenging task of taking care of their parents and children at the same time. Hence, kids should
express their gratitude to their fathers, motivating them to be the pillars of families and the
guardian angels of children. By so doing, “family will be an impetus to fathers, not a burden”.
Therefore, the government exalted model fathers, designated August as the “Month of Filial
Duties” and hosted activities under the themes of love and harmony, so as to help children
re-cognize how great and hardworking their fathers are and, most importantly, to bring bliss to
every household.
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