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This year marked the 2560th Birthday of Confucius. Every field's representatives of Taoyuan
County commemorate the greatest teacher in Chinese history-Confucius at Confucius Temple on
September 28. This ceremony follows the traditional three sacrifice’s ancient ritual. Mayor serves
as the Sacrifice Officer, County bureau’s directors serve as Assistant Sacrifice Officers and Ceremo-
nial Supervisors, County’s elementary school Principals, high school Principals and other persons
owning good reputation serve as Collateral Sacrifice Officers. Tungmen Elementary School’s 36
students perform Six Yi Dances. Confucius Worship Ritual Music Association assigns members to
play ancient musical instruments. In addition, civil religious organizations offer vegetarian sacri-
fice stuff.

Confucius Ceremony is called Release Establishes which follows completely ancient
ceremony. After offering sacrifice and incense, Initial Offering Ceremony and Initial Dividing Offer-
ing Ceremony start. At this moment, people play gently harmony music. Different roles play
according to their assignment and all musical instruments sound simultaneously. The music is
peaceful. The dance is slow and graceful. After reading respectfully the celebrating article, people
continue their Dividing Sacrifice Ceremony, Final Dividing Sacrifice Ceremony. Last section is
Removing Sacrifice, Escorting the Spirit, Closing the Gates. This Confucius Ceremony is finished
under a solemn atmosphere at 8 AM. People express their endless recalling and respect toward
the greatest teacher-Confucius.

This year’s series activities include Six Yi Dances that worship and praise Confucius;
besides, passing through best scholar’s gate replaces the previous pulling out wise hair tradition
to initial wisdom. Mayor leads students at the scene to pass through [Best Scholar’s Gate |
made by green onion (means intelligence), celery (means diligence), radish (means good luck). It
symbolizes students’ intelligence, diligence, and wisdom. Moreover, they strike gangs to expect
that Confucius bless them. Hopefully, students can learn the saints’ spirit to study hard and every
student performs well on the examination.

Taoyuan County’s Confucius Ceremony started since 1989. The system is designed by
County elementary school and high school principals, directors, and teachers to organize Con-
fucius Worship Ritual Music Association after following the ancient ritual. This tradition is followed
year after year. Many students’ parents are attracted to attend this ceremony every year. After this
ceremony, the organizer gives participants at the scene cute Confucius gold foil-gold hanging
ornament and wisdom cake. Hopefully, everyone can enhance wisdom and own good luck.
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