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The population of foreign nationality’s labors working in various industries and family
nursing in Taoyuan County is more than six hundred and eighty thousands. This number is the
top one nationwide. Among them, the labors of Thai nationality are the most and the amount is
almost twenty thousands. The foreign nationality’s spouse population is also the top three in the
whole country. Thus, Taoyuan County is always an important county whose multiple cultures
exist together and they are prosperous mutually.

Taoyuan County and Thailand Trade and Economic Office held together Thailand Song-
kran Festival activity for thirteen years continually. It lets friends nationwide can experience
together and share foreign culture’s character. This year, the program breaks the previous tradi-
tion. On April 9th, “2011 Thailand Songkran Festival Caring Foreign Spouse Activity” was held
at New Immigrant Learning Center, Taoyuan. The organizer especially invites Thai Masters to
precede bathing Buddha and praying ceremony for local residents and new immigrants. The
procedure follows the traditional ceremony’s step to worship Buddha, worship Master, chant
sutras, serve eminent monk, spray and pray, bath Buddha, etc. In addition, the chanting sutras
Master explains that water is the purest and can eliminate dirt. Every year, the date from April
13th to 15th is Thailand’s traditional New Year. Thus, they celebrate it with “spraying water”
method. Hundreds of participants including foreign spouses, international students and their
families put palms together and pray from the start to the end. The ceremony procedure is
extreme prudent and solemn. It purifies these foreign spouses homesick complex.

On April 10th, the largest “Thailand Songkran Festival” nationwide begins lively at
County’s  Stadium officially. In addition to Thai Royal traditional bathing Buddha ceremony
and Thailand Mazu’s praying for prosperous country and safe life, the organizer arranges other
activities including Thai traditional dance, Thai delicious food stands, Thai renowned singer’s
concert, labor’s talent performance, hot dance, etc. These shows widen the participants’ horizon.
The splendid Songkran praying ceremony is the highest point of the whole activity. When the
spout sprays to the sky, everyone’s emotion reaches the top. A lot of people show the traditional
Thai dance. Others wave their hands and expect that the cool spout can spray toward them for
gaining blessings. The sound of cheer can be heard everywhere at the scene. Moreover, many chil-
dren prepare water gun by themselves and play water game among spouts. They interact cheer-
fully and the scene is lively very much.

Mayor Wu indicates at the scene that he invites every field’s entrepreneurs to create “For-
eign Labor Service’s Four Visions—Employing Lawfully, Treating Reasonably, Producing
Together, and Harmony Labor-capital Relations.” He emphasizes that we will take care of these
working-hard foreign labor friends enthusiastically and develop a friendly, safe and harmony
working environment. Then, we can elevate the quality of economic product and create a love and
harmony society.
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