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"Neighbors’ Day" means "festival for buildings" in French. It is a day for people who live
in the same area and bring them together to get to know each other. It is a way in developing a
sense of cordiality and solidarity in the neighborhood, getting rid of any barriers or thick walls
built in between people’s minds and hearts, and sharing love among neighbors. In today’s busy
society, when bumping into others, people might just nod to each other with no interactions;
therefore, breaking such awkwardness among neighbors is the goal of Neighbors’ Day.

This year’s Neighbors’ Day has started with a theme of Neighbor Week and held two
major events in Liuhe Road, Zhongli City, and Taoyuan County Arts Park, Taoyuan City in
May 21 and 29, respectively. The county has encouraged the members of neighboring commu-
nities as well as the working associates in the cultural affairs departments from Taiwan’s eight
cities and counties to join the celebration. According to the statistics, more than 9000 neighbors
attended this event. Moreover, this event has celebrated with other 32 countries and 1200 cities
at the same time. There might be more than 10 million people to participate in the event of
“Neighbors’ Day — Love Sharing, Sharing Love” together around the world this year.

It is easy to be in the festival of “Neighbors’ Day”. Bringing one dish to the event is the
start of sharing your love. Just walking out of your building, you will have an opportunity of
getting to know each other better. Many societal problems might be disappeared through the
calling of this event. Moreover, the event of “Neighbors’ Day” promotes a concept of healthy
diet with an idea of preserving a healthy life through exercising. This event fits in with the
needs of today’s society.

Taoyuan County has developed from a satellite city into a township of new immigrants.
In such a diverse population, the county can combined its local resources, such as various com-
munities, apartment buildings, community organizations, schools, and local performing
groups, to promote its local food and tourist cultures through the event of “Neighbors’ Day”.
This 1s a starting point of getting to know our neighbors. It can be also an opportunity to
develop people’s sense of belonging to Taoyuan and create a Utopian city with love and
harmony.
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