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The United Press Conference for
lustration Contest and Fence
Painting of Laojie River

To raise residents’ concern for the local environment, the Taoyuan County Government
organized an event titled “Re-making Laojie River: The site fence illustration carnival and the
overhaul of Laojie River and its cultural symbol”, calling for illustration drafts. Moreover, the
government held a press conference at the construction site situated between Zhongvangxi
Road and Zhongfong Road in Zhongli. High school students in Taoyuan were invited to
perform their exhilarating dance at the beginning of the conference. The series of events is
aimed to inject more vigor and passion into the riverside areas and make the younger genera-
tion better understand the local cultures of Taoyuan and the concept of water and environment
protection.

Magistrate Wu indicated that the renovation of Laojie River is not solely about demolish-
ment and establishment of buildings. There will be safety fence around the construction site,
which will be illustrated and decorated to beautify the citvscape. Since folk participation is
strongly desired, the nationwide recruitment and competition for illustration draft also took
place. The selected works will be used lor public purposes such as the production of cultural
and creative goods and the reconstruction of Laojie River.

The artistic teams, whose drafts were chosen by the County Government, will paint their
works on the safety fence on August 20 and 21, with the presence of well-known illustrators.
The deadline for submission of national illustration contest is October 15. After that, the
professional, the academic and the Internet users will vote for their favorites. The illustration
of cultural symbol, once selected, will serve as the vivid vision of the new Laojie River.

Laojie River will look totally different after one vear and a half. Hopefully, we might be
able to realize the nostalgic dream of having lish in Laojie River for our future generations. At
the twenty local meetings hosted by the County government, the residents all expressed their
need for clean water and a place for activity and performance. In response, the space on the
left side of the river will be transformed into a plaza where people and groups can perform.
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