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2011 Taoyuan County Aboriginal Huwesi
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The annual aboriginal harvest festival and traditional competitions took place at Long-
gang Major Field from September 24 to September 25, with the participation of nearly ten
thousand aborigines from fourteen tribes in thirteen townships. The aim of the celebration is
three-fold: to help folks better understand the beauty of native dance and cultural rituals, push
forward the consolidation of indigenous groups in urban areas, and make young people appre-
ciate and respect the beauty and value of the fourteen tribal cultures in Tarwan.

As far as harvest festival is concerned, what immediately come to people’s mind would be
the graceful dance and delightful songs of the Amis. Harvest festival epitomizes the life of the
Amis—an optimistic, active and friendly people. During the celebration, tribal members pray
to heaven and the ancestral spirits for a fruitful vear without calamity , and most importantly,
welcome new male members to respective age groups. There are, however, great disparities
between the harvest festival nowadays and its counterparts in previous generations. Today, the
Amis holds harvest festival and yearend celebrations wherever they live, and the urban version
of harvest festival has evolved into a crucial platform with which aborigines could showcase
their cultures and forge a tribal identity.

Urban aborigines from various communities participated in the joint harvest festival in
Taoyuan, holding the traditional prayving ritual of fourteen tribes, rite of passage and the
thousand-people dance gathering. The exhilarating traditional indigenous dance competition,
with aboriginal contestants from different townships, was another climax of the occasion.
Wearing traditional costumes and accessories, dancers from different tribes presented a
cultural feast to the eyes. Besides, there were booths providing indigenous food, handmade
artifacts and job matchmaking service (with fifteen businesses recruiting workers on the site).
All the events allow visitors to experience the inexhaustible vigor of native tribes, the passing
down of aboriginal cultures and their joyful reunion parties.
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