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Memorial Ceremony for Confucius 2561st Birthday

This year marked the 2561st Birthday of Confucius. Every field's representatives of
Taoyuan County commemorated the greatest teacher in Chinese historv—Confucius at Confu-
cius Temple in the morning on September 28th. This ceremony followed the traditional three
sacrifice’s ancient ritual. Taoyuan County Magistrate served as the Sacrifice Officer, County
Bureau’s directors as Assistant Sacrifice Officers and Ceremonial Supervisors, and elementary
school principals and prominent personages as Collateral Sacrifice Officers. The ceremony was
rounded off in solemn atmosphere.

It is commendable to see how Confucius is greatly respected even after 2561 vears of his
birth, as noted by the Taoyuan County Magistrate Wu Chih-yang at the end of the ceremony.
Taoyuan has a history of hosting a grand memorial ceremony for Confucius in the hope not
only to promote Confucius’ educational ideals of no distinction in classes and aptitude-based
teaching, but to advocate the importance of respecting teachers. It is also prayved that ancient
sages may bless students with prudence, judgment. wisdom, and knowledge.

To help exchange students in Taiwan experience Chinese culture and Confucius’ ideal
of respecting teachers, elementary and junior high school exchange students from six countries
like the U.S. were invited to participate in this annual ceremony. The Magistrate led the
students to strike a gong and beat a drum, which symbolizes eliminating private benefits and
being studious. They presented six offerings: dried meat (to show gratitude towards teachers),
celery (to symbolize studious learning}, lotus seed (to symbolize diligent teaching), red dates
(to expect early success in examinations), longan (to pray for perfection), and adzuki beans (to
hope for a good luck). Then they performed three bows toward teachers. It is hoped that the
exchange students may bring this unique experience back to their hometowns as a form of
citizen diplomacy. Calligraphers from the county’s calligraphy association wrote excerpts from
the Analects of Confucius and a combined word consisted of four Chinese characters which
mean “learn”, “well”, “Confucius”, and “Mencius” in English translation. International
students were all impressed by the Chinese culture.
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