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Recognized as a “City of National Gateway”, Taoyuan County is located at the hub of
the Asia Pacific region and is home to National Central University (NCU). To underscore
the significance of Taoyuan County in Taiwan, the university's newly found asteroid
numbered 210030 was named after “Taoyuan”. In the opening ceremony of the university's
sports day on November 23, NCU president conferred an asteroid model on the county
government. In return, the County Mayor presented a pressed fresh flower picture created
by a pressed flower artist, Xu Qiao-ping, in Gueishan Township. Taken as an appreciation to
the university's naming of the asteroid, the picture depicts the trajectory of the discovered
space rock, “Taoyuan”.

The asteroid numbered 210030 was found by the Graduate Institute of Astronomy,
National Central University, in 2006. Named as “Taoyuan”, the asteroid was spotted by
Yang Ting-chang from NCU's Lulin Observatory and Ye Quan-zhi from Sun Yat-sen
University, Guangzhou, mainland China, through a 40-centimeter telescope on June 24,
2006. Following the recognition from the International Astronomical Union (IAU), the
asteroid was officially named on June 15, 2011. The asteroid “Taoyuan”, at the closest
distance of about 150 million kilometers from Earth, lies in the asteroid belt between Mars
and Jupiter. With a diameter of | to 2 kilometers, the asteroid orbits the Sun for
approximately 3.4 years. It was found in Scorpios back then, and now is located in Cancer.

In the ceremony, the Mayor noted that National Central University is the largest and
oldest university in the county with long-running close ties with the county government.
Providing the government with valuable advice in drawing a development blueprint, the
university i1s an important think tank. This time, the over-4-billion-year-old asteroid was
named after the county name. All citizens in Taoyuan are excited by the international
recognition and universal fame of the county name, “Taoyuan”. Referring to a proverb

saying “As Heaven keeps vigor through movement, a gentleman should unremittingly
practice self-improvement”, the Mayor expected all faculty and students to continue
pursuing knowledge. With the asteroid “Taoyuan”, the county “Taoyuan™ is also expected to
unremittingly practice self-improvement.
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