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2012 TaoyuanLanternFestival

The 2012 Taoyuan Lantern Festival is held at Nankan Riverside Park in Luchu Township from
January 28 to February 6. The main lantern is displayed over Nankan River for the first time in a
riverside lantern festival uncommon in Taiwan. This year’s main lantern is named “Lu Yi Dragon”,
a homonym for “Ru Yi”, or “happiness”. The name symbolizes best wishes of happiness, prosperity,
and safety in the New Year. During the lighting test ceremony of the main lantern, Mayor Wu noted
that Taoyuan County becomes a quasi-municipality and will be the sixth municipality. As this year’s
Taoyuan lantern festival is held along Nankan River, the county government expects to transform
the river in the future. In addition to integrate bike path along the riverside, the government will
build three world-class scenic spots and make Taoyuan citizens proud of Nankan River, which
flows across Guishan, Taoyuan, and Luchu.

This year’s main lantern “Lu Yi Dragon” is 15 meters high, according to the organizers. With
smoke, lights, and dragon roaring sound effect, the lantern rotates 360 degrees to demonstrate
spectacular scene and symbolize Taoyuan’s soaring future in the New Year. The second layer of the
lantern adopts the traditional concept of eight fortunate directions. Each direction represents
different blessings such as fortune and health. By watching the lantern from different directions, as
the lantern rotates, citizens are blessed by best wishes that everything goes well.

The main lantern show is combined with water dance, which is performed once every hour
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. during the festival. At every 8:00 p.m., a firework show lights up Nankan
River and further highlights the dragon-shaped main lantern. Lantern pieces are displayed along the
two sides of Nankan River from Chung Hsiao West Road to Nan Chu Road on the left bank and
Riverside Park on the right bank. The Taoyuan Lantern Festival integrates traditional folk culture
with individual features in Luchu and other townships. By developing tourism and connecting with
the world, a new wave of prosperity is brought to Taoyuan County.
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