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Tour de Taiwan, the largest cycling race in = jgae (3 %% | gy
the nation, kicked off on March 10th. With a 0 . s -
north-to-south route, it allowed cyclists to see Tumon vesar. v
spectacular sceneries of Taiwan. Recognized  adie Fowm-
by UCI, Tour de Taiwan has been upgraded
to 2.1 this year—the symbol of a level one
bicycle race. That is, riders of Tour de Taiwan

must meet the same qualifications as their o seeas smsen s

counterparts do in Tour de France. Moreover,
this game is listed as one of the London Prepares series. As a ground-breaking event in Taiwan’s
cycling history, Tour de Taiwan attracted ninety-five cyclists in nineteen teams from twenty-two
countries, who competed for championship on this island of breathtaking beauty.

The race of the Taoyuan stage began on March 12th at the County Government Square.
Upon leaving the downtown of Taoyuan City, elite riders braved the mountain roads amidst
natural sceneries and historical sites. Those cyclist attractions included Chiang’s Family
Cultural Park, Zhong Zheng Park, the mausoleum of the Chiangs in Chihhu and Jiao Ban
Mountain Park, all of which were worth a visit for the international riders. Cyclists could enjoy
the view on wheels when riding across renowned travel destinations like Zhu Wei Sea Area,
Yong An Fish Harbor and Shimen Reservoir. Thanks to the well-organized route, cyclists were
able to experience the charm of Taoyuan as the game proceeded.

At the preparation event, Magistrate Wu pointed out that the Taoyuan stage boasted the
route stretching across thirteen townships—the most comprehensive itinerary among all the
seven stages of Tour de Taiwan. While the race making its way through urban areas and
countryside, from seashores to mountains, riders could appreciate the panorama of Taoyuan in
just a few hours. Meanwhile, professional sport television channels provided the world with
live broadcast, in a bid to promote Taoyuan and its scenic sights. Aside from Tour de Taiwan,
Taoyuan will host several large-scale international sports events, such as World University
Baseball Championship in July and LPGA Taiwan Tournament in October. We cordially
welcome contestants and our fellow Taiwanese to visit Taoyuan. With high administrative
efficiency and in collaboration with the central authorities, the county government will give the
upcoming games the full support, showing our foreign friends the passion and vigor of people in
Taoyuan.
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