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Taoyuan County Government and Thailand Trade and

Economic Office have jointly observed the Songkran festival
for fourteen consecutive years, with the latest celebration
held on April 22nd at Taoyuan County Stadium. Magistrate
Wu and Visa Khanthapt, deputy minister of Thailand’s
Ministry of Labor, started the water-throwing ceremony,

where people drenched one another for good fortune. Blessed

water taken from Quanyin Township Ganquan Temple and
Lin Jiou Mountain Buddhist Society was stored in a road-sprinkler which fired water at the
crowd, along with joy and luck. During the event, revered monks ritually bathed Buddha
images. A blessing ceremony featuring a golden Buddha effigy was also performed. There
were fifteen stands offering Thai delicacies and seventeen administrative agency booths
providing educational materials to the general public. The 2012 Songkran festival, as
Magistrate noted, was enriched by new activities, such as Sepak Takraw Contest and Miss
Songkran Beauty Pageant. Moreover, Taiwan’s comedy troupe “Onetwothree” shared the
stage with renowned cabaret groups and singers from Thailand. Immersing in the music of

both cultures, local participants could experience the genuine Songkran festival in Taiwan.

The Songkran festival, also known as the water-throwing festival, is observed in Thailand as
traditional New Year's Day from 13 to 15 April. It is not only the most delightful celebration, but
also the reason why Thai workers in Taiwan must return to their homeland at the time of the year.
The festival reaches a crescendo in the fascinating water fights and blessing ceremonies. If you are

looking for the largest and the most authentic Songkran festival in Taiwan, come and visit Taoyuan.

As a business and industrial powerhouse, Taoyuan has the largest foreign laborer population—
nearly a sixth of Taiwan’s total. There are over seventy-four thousand foreign workers in Taoyuan, and
Thai workers account for the biggest group, numbering more than twenty thousand. Given their great
contribution to the county, the government honored seventeen outstanding employers who hired foreign
workers on the occasion. “Sour Meat and Wax Apple”, a sepak takraw team from Taoyuan, survived
the fierce competition to win the championship. On the other hand, Miss Napa was the titleholder

of Miss Songkran, receiving a tiara and cash prize. With its well-received actives, the celebration

bridged cultural differences and enabled people to experience the genuine Songkran festival.
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