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Thousand=Men Challenge

A group of over one thousand farmers in
Taoyuan County has made three world records,
including most rice seedlings planted by most
people in the shortest amount of time. Under the
lead of Mayor Wu in the morning of August 18,
the successful “Thousand-Men Rice Planting
Challenge” was immediately certified by the .

Guinness World Record. As Mayor Wu hopes, the rice transplantl.ng event-whlch broke three World
records will not only make Taiwanese farmers well-known to the world, but give young people a
chance to understand agriculture.

The three old records were set by Thailand in 2010. This time over 1200 farmers from
the county’s 13 townships and cities transplanted 2.1 hectares of rice located at 8.4 km mark of
Expressway No. 66 in Xinwu Township. The new records are set jointly by farmers braving the
scorching sun. After accepting the certificate, Mayor Wu noted that the rice consumption decreases
annually due to increasing number of eating-out and change in eating habits. In hope to arouse people’s
awareness in consuming local rice, this event aims to support Taiwanese agriculture and hard-working
farmers. Taoyuan’s rice industry has been well developed as demonstrated by its consecutive winning
records in the nationwide premium rice competition thanks to the promotion and support from the
County Government.

The oldest farmer taking part in the event was 91 years old while the youngest was 16, which
represents a generation inheritance in Taiwan’s agriculture. Mayor Wu encourages young people to

return to farming. Through this record breaking event presenting the strong vitality of Taiwanese

farmers, Taiwanese agriculture competitive in sustainable management is shown to the world.
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