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The2012 Taoyuan Hakka Cultural Festivals
Prometing Hakka Culture and/Invigerating Taoyuan

The events of Hakka Cultural Festival,

organized by Hakka Affairs Bureau of Taoyuan
County Government, kicked off on October 6th.
The celebration consists of ninety marvelous
events co-hosted by five local townships and
thirty-two organizations, including “Thousand
People Making Hakka Sauerkraut”, “Thousand
People Chorus”, “Hakka Steamed Vegetable

Dumpling Competition” and the commercial
exhibition of Hakka products. Mayor Wu emphasized that Taoyuan has the largest Hakka population
across the country and has received supports and assistance from the Hakka Affairs Council of the
Executive Yuan. He felt an immense gratitude to the council for its role in consummating the cultural
festival.

Making Hakka Sauerkraut is a Hakka custom that represents the frugality, diligence and
resilience of the ethnic group. To pass down the tradition, more than two thousand young students
were invited to make Hakka Sauerkraut at the venue of the opening ceremony. Mr. Wu stressed that we
should stop complaining and brave the ferocious tides of the financial tsunami with the proactive and
hard-working spirit of the Hakka culture.

Another noteworthy feature of Hakka culture is the Hakka ballad. In the past, the Hakka people
were introvert in words and deeds. Hence, they conceived a unique way to express their emotions
through “connotative lyrics and mellifluous songs”. Mayor Wu, together with over four thousand
Taoyuan citizens, demonstrated their solidarity with resonant voices and the Hakka songs, making
an upbeat and emotional scene. “Thousand People Chorus” not only showcased the solidarity of the
Hakka people and their profound love for their own culture, but also brought people of different ethnic
groups together.

Taoyuan County, as Mr. Wu noted, is blessed with diverse cultures, such as Minnan, Hakka,
aboriginal and new immigrant cultures. Over the years, those heterogeneous communities have shared
the same homeland and developed mutual respect, which has made Taoyuan a shining example of the
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melting pot.
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