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FlagPresentation
Firefighting

Taoyuan County Fire Bureau succeeded in mobilizing
tens of thousands of people to deliver CPR at the end of 2012,
breaking the Guinness World Records. Fire Fighting Day is
usually observed on January 19th, but Mayor Wu Chih-yang held
the celebration prior to the schedule this time. On January 17th,
2013, Mr. Wu personally hosted the event, where he presented the
flag and honored 65 outstanding firefighters, volunteer firefighters,
phoenix volunteers and members of the civic rescue groups with
exceptional achievements.

At the ceremony, Mayor Wu noted that Taoyuan County’s
population is growing in areas packed with buildings. Firefighting
facilities and the related training must be reinforced, so as to ensure
the safety of citizens’ lives and property. An aged man lost his life
to a fire in Hsinchu County. To prevent the tragedy from repeating
itself, Taoyuan Country government purchased new firefighting
software and equipments and upgraded personal training to further improve its disaster management
and rescue capability.

Natural disasters, such as earthquakes, typhoons, floods, are quite common throughout
Taiwan. Hence, the definition of firefighting has already evolved from “fire prevention” to “disaster
precaution”. Thanks to the establishment of the Volunteer Firefighting Task Force, the firefighting
system in Taoyuan County will be greatly strengthened. With enhanced firefighting and rescue
capability, the task force can better protect the lives and property of the general public. Mayor Wu also
mentioned his plan for the days to come. Since the future disasters may be complicated in nature, the
county government will collaborate with the medical group from Chang Gung Hospital to create the
world’s first “Advanced Rescue Team” that combines specialized rescue skills and advanced first aid
expertise.

Moreover, the mayor lay great emphasis on the improvement of the efficiency of firefighting to
avoid the fire tragedy happened in Hsinchu County. In that case, the passageway was so narrow that
the firefighting vehicles couldn’t approach the burning building, which resulted in the death of an old
man. Accordingly, the resolution reached in 2012 must be fully executed now. In other words, all alleys
within the width of four meters are designated as the firefighting passageway and should be cleared off
vehicles and miscellaneous items that might hinder the firefighting efforts.
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