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TaoyuanCounty National New Year'sCouplet
’

The National New Year’s Couplet Calligraphy Contest
held by Taoyuan County Government for seven consecutive
years not only promotes the art of writing, but celebrates
Chinese New Year with the use of beautiful calligraphic
Chinese characters. In this year’s contest, a total of 4,204 pieces

of works were submitted from calligraphy enthusiasts. After a

series of preliminary examinations, one thousand outstanding

calligraphers were selected to attend the final competition at ‘ -
3 ‘.‘\_.—’_
= g
[T

The final contest began with a “First Writing Ceremony” joined by Taoyuan Magistrate Wu

Taoyuan County Stadium on January 26.

Chih-yang and calligraphy masters in praying for peace for families and the world in the Year of
Snake. The competition was divided into seven groups: the first to fourth grade group, the fifth and
sixth grade group, junior high school group, high school/vocational school group, college group,
community group, and senior group. The contestants aged from just 8 years to the oldest at 87 included
couples and siblings who demonstrate that writing calligraphy is an activity for all ages. The contest
was highlighted by writing couplets to send blessings and promoting e-Pen digital calligraphy system
in hope to allow more people to appreciate the art of writing.

Both calligraphy and New Year couplets are a part of Chinese lifestyle and culture. The
couplets posted on families’ front doors can best represent the celebration of Chinese New Year. The
couplets symbolize one’s hope for the best in the year. Writing auspicious calligraphic couplets can set

a festive mood and explore profound meanings behind Chinese characters.
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