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TheusandPeopleZhuazhou and Shouxian Celebration

In the afternoon of April 20th, Taoyuan County
Government and Kuo Yuan Ye Museum of Cake and Pastry
jointly held the “Thousand People Zhuazhou' and Shouxian®
Celebration” at Taoyuan Arts Center, as one of the
preliminary activities of Taoyuan Nursery Fair and National
Tourism Factory Festival starting on April 25th.

Taoyuan Mayor Wu Chih-yang and Kuo Shi-ji, the
fourth generation owner of Kuo Yuan Ye, hosted the ancient - -
ceremony of Shouxian for six babies of four months old. To pray for their future, Mayor Wu personally put
the specially made Prosperity and Safety Cake around the necks of the kids and gave them red envelopes.
This rite, as Mr. Kuo noted, was the first growing-up ceremony as well as a wonderful memory for those
babies. After that, Zhuazhou, an even more fascinating ceremony, ensued. Scores of little contestants,
divided into four groups, crawled and scrambled for an assortment of presents, including books, musical
instruments, calculators and a dozen of other items. Mr. Wu walked around the venue and shared the joy,
enthusiastically observing how the kids chose their gifts.

Last year, the Economist, an authoritative English magazine, released “The where-to-be-born Index”,
listing countries that would be the best place to be born in 2013. Among the eighty-five countries, Taiwan
ranks 14th, followed by Germany and the United States (both of which are the 16th best places). In this
regard, kids born in Taiwan are much blessed. According to Mayor Wu, Taoyuan County has the youngest
population throughout the nation. There are thirty thousand children aged from zero to twelve in Taoyuan,
accounting for fifteen percent of its population. Taoyuan has, therefore, more mothers and kids than do any
other counties. Taoyuan County Government organized the large-scale Taoyuan Nursery Fair and National
Tourism Factory Festival at Taoyuan Arena from April 25th to April 28th. Local companies attending the
activity offered parents with baby products of great variety and premium quality.

Outstanding tourism factories were also invited to the grand event, such as Ribbon King, Shing-
Long Towel, E Tai Enterprise, White-Wood House, Kuo Yuan Ye and Imei Foods. Moreover, the organizer
arranged various interactive performances to entertain parents and kids.

L e
- \'\\_
L

' “Zhuazhou” (HIGA) literally means “to catch an item when one is one year old” . On the first birthday anniversary
of a baby, Chinese parents conduct this traditional test in which they place an assortment of articles before their child
to choose from, and the object selected will foretell the baby’ s future capabilities and career. For example, the one
who grabs a brush pen may become a writer.

“Shouxian” (UZJZE ) denotes “to dry up the saliva” , which is the symbol of the growth of a baby. When a baby is
four months old, the ancient ceremony is held to celebrate his or her health and to give wishes. Cookies with holes in
the center are prepared and linked with a string. This necklace-like item will then be placed around the baby’ s neck
while relatives say their blessings.
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