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2013 Taoyuan Minnan Culture Festival = Rotational

Guotou Ma (i.e., Mother Guanyin transferred
for rotational worship) of Zhulinshan Guanyin
Temple is relocated through “ping-wei” (i.e., groups
which carry out the rotating worship) from Taoyuan
to Dazhu on May 4th and will be enshrined in §
Dazhu for one year. The Cultural Affairs Bureau of .
Taoyuan County Government hosts the first activity ~
for the “2013 Taoyuan Minnan Culture Festival”
in Derlin Temple of Luzhu Township together with

the “Ritual of Censer Transferral and Pilgrimage Procession to the Ping-Wei in Dazhu”. Taoyuan
County Magistrate Wu-Chih-yang and followers of Guotou Ma welcome the deity to be enshrined
and host a group worship ceremony. Excellent folk art troupes from within and outside the county
perform on the temple square to joyfully celebrate the divinity’s coming for every nine years.

The rotational worship for Guanyin Buddha of Zhulinshan Guanyin Temple has been carried out
for over two hundred years. Nine “ping-wei” in precincts across Taoyuan County (including Taoyuan,
Guishan, Luzhu, and Dayuan) and New Taipei City (including Linkou and Yingge) take turn to worship
the deity every year. The name of Guotou Ma is derived from the fact that the deity is transferred
between different precincts for bringing well-being to the local people. Held around the time of the
rotation ceremony every March in the lunar calendar, the thank-deity theatrical shows and the ritual of
censer transferral and pilgrimage procession are the biggest events of the celebration.

The length of each rotation is nine year, and this year’s turn is taken place in Luzhu, as Magistrate
Wu notes. The rotational worship of Guotou Ma, which has a history of over two hundred years, can
only be found in northern Taoyuan across Taiwan. The deity is believed to bring happiness, peace, and
blessings to areas where the rotating worship is taken place. Given that the belief of Guotou Ma is an
important culture in four townships in northern Taoyuan, this year’s Taoyuan Minnan Culture Festival
takes the theme of “Rotational Worship of Guotou Ma” in hope to remind everyone of this precious
culture cultivated by ancestors for hundreds of years.

The “Exhibition of the Belief in Guotou Ma” is opened at the Taoyuan County Arts Park on May
1st and will last for two weeks. The detailed information is available on websites of the Cultural Affairs
Bureau or Taoyuan Minnan Culture Festival.
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