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In response to the looming Typhoon Usagi,
Longtan Township Office took the precautious
measure of lowering the water level of Longtan
Lake, exposing its bottom buried in trash. Therefore,
a lake-cleaning activity was held on October 28th
to remove garbage on the lake bottom, jointed
by Mayor Wu, Councilor Hsu Yu-shu and Yeh
Fa-hai, Governor of Longtan Township Office.
With rain boots and rakes, they waded in mud
to retrieve empty cans, bottles and scrap tires.
Garbage such as discarded glasses and cellphones
were discovered during the process as well.

Longtan Tourism Lake, a prestigious local landmark, serves as the water source of irrigation and
provides the leisure zone for people who desire a relaxing moment. Large-scale dragon boat contests
are held annually on Dragon Boat Festival, when visitors swarm into this tourist attraction. Mayor Wu
indicated that the empty Longtan Lake is a rare sight, and people should seize the precious opportunity
to clean the lake. Over the years, bottles, cans and other trash left behind by tourists have clotted the
lake. Thereby, removing the rubbish is definitely a good thing to do.

Mr. Wu also stressed that, aside from Shihmen Dam, Longtan Lake is another scenic spot known
across the country. With the name Longtan ( #= & , meaning “a huge lake” in Chinese), this body

of water is the place from which Laojie River originates. Having participating in numerous beach-
cleaning activities, Mayor Wu found it extremely meaningful to clean Longtan Lake, which best
epitomizes Taoyuan’s Pond Culture. Most importantly, he extended special thanks to local residents
who rolled up their sleeves and made all this possible. There were 400-odd participants, consisted
of community volunteers, students from Chuen Chow Senior High School, staff from Longtan Post
Office, the Scouts, and netizens mobilized by the Facebook site “Longtan Residents Group”. They all
wanted to play a role in cleaning Longtan Lake. Mr. Wu ordered Environmental Protection Bureau and
Water Resources Bureau to formulate the future Longtan Lake Cleaning Plan. Moreover, Chief Yeh
noted that the cleaning drive can not only clean the rubbish but also maximize the amount of water
storage and the survival rate in suicidal events.
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