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The widely popular yellow Rubber Duck greets its
admirers at Houhu Pond, Xinwu Township from October
26 to November 10. Besides the Rubber Duck, other art
pieces exhibited in Xinwu Township include a series of
pink polka dot inflatables, called Footprints of Life, and
a giant Lotus. The exhibitions aim to raise the awareness
of reserving the pond culture and enhancing creativity.

Major exhibitions that highlight Taoyuan County’s
unique pond-dotted landscape at the Taoyuan Land
Art Festival include a series of polka dot inflatables
by Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama, a giant pink Lotus by Korean Choi Jeong Hwa, and the Rubber
Duck by Dutch artist Florentijn Hofman. Many other art installations by domestic artists are also on
display at the festival. The fact that these open air art works have turned Xinwu Township into a large
art museum reflects the idea of “bringing down the wall of an art museum”. The Rubber Duck will
eventually leave, but the most valuable thing is citizens can better understand the local art and culture.
Taoyuan County used to house more than ten thousand ponds, but now only about 2800 ponds are
left, Mayor Wu said. The pond system, the most precious cultural heritage in the county, represents
the wisdom of the last generation. Efforts must be made to reserve the ponds that help to develop
agricultural irrigation, tourism, and leisure activites. Taoyuan’s pond system has been recognized by
the United Nations as one of the potential world heritage sites.

The Land Art Festival takes the theme of Taoyuan’s pond culture. By choosing appropriate areas
and creating a combination of ponds, art, and tourism, the Taoyuan County Government will continue
to organize the festival and turn the county into a paradise for cultural creative tourism.

The festival is opened in a press conference with eight performances that represent Taoyuan
culture: the lotus dance from Yung-Ping Vocational High School, Da Kui dance from Jia-an Village of
Longtan Township, lion dance from Huangtang Village of Longtan Township, Yunnan folk dance from
Lingyun Village of Longtan Township, Hakka bamboo songs from Chungcheng Village of Longtang
Township, Kuilei from Xinwu Township, Hakka dance from Xinwu Township, and cheerleading teams

from Yuemei community of Dasi Township.
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