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The closing ceremony of Taoyuan Land Art
Festival was held at the square before the Xinwu
Pond on November 10th, which marked the end of the
16-day event. Aside from world-class performance,
Taoyuan Mayor Wu also showed up with the entire
event staff to express their gratitude. The first-ever
Taoyuan Land Art Festival took place at Xinwu Pond
from October 26th to November 10th, displaying
artworks of internationally renowned masters,
such as “Rubber Duck” by Florentijn Hofman,
“Footprints of Life” by Yayoi Kusama and “Lotus” by Choi Jeong-Hwa. In total, the festival drew over
two million four hundred thousand people—a sheer scale that was unprecedented in Taoyuan County.

At Taoyuan Land Art Festival, one of the centerpieces was the Rubber Duck designed by the
world-famous artist Hofman. Although confronted with a series of challenges, Taoyuan County
Government worked tirelessly to ensure that duck admirers will not be disappointed. The festival
fully embodies eco-friendly spirits, such as “Reverence for the Heaven and the Earth”, “A Symbiotic
Relation with the Nature” and “Respect for the Nature”. Moreover, the event is aimed at promoting the
county’s characteristic pond-dotted landscape to the world. According to Mr. Wu, what really matters
is that the spirit of cultural creation will live on in Taoyuan County even after the Rubber Duck’s
departure. Taoyuan Land Art Festival expected three hundred thousand participants at first. However,
it turned out that the grand event had attracted a swarm of more than two million and four hundred
thousand visitors to Xinwu, a township with a population of over forty-eight thousand residents. Better
still, the exhibition was successfully held in three consecutive weekends. The Rubber Duck represents
Love and Peace, which echo with the Taoyuan spirits of Love and Harmony.

The core value of the artistic celebration is to promote the Pond Culture of Taoyuan County. Both
internationally renowned masters and local artists were invited to showcase the aesthetical aspect of

Taoyuan’s unique landscape culture. It is hoped that event participants will learn to cherish the land,
protect the ponds and realize the ideal of “A Symbiotic Relation between Ponds and Art: A Museum

without Barriers”.
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