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To guarantee food safety, Taoyuan County

Government has established the nation’s

first autonomous regulations governing food | JEIE 'ﬁ_[l;_
additives. Informers can take 10% of the penalty o Ej '] oo

fee as their reward money for informing on the
crime, and the maximum amount of reward to
informers can be as high as NT$ 20 million. This

measure aims to encourage the public to uncover

problematic items. Taoyuan County Government
requires manufacturers to have personnel inspecting food safety. At the meantime, the county
government establishes an inspection task force to manage food additives and counter any loopholes.

In light of recent food safety concerns, Taoyuan County Mayor Wu Chih-yang, together with Lin
Hsiu-min, the Head Prosecutor of Taoyuan District Prosecutors Office, and Luo Yong-feng, the Head
of Taoyuan Inspection Station, called a press conference on November 14, pledging to strengthen
inspections, introducing harsher penalties, and encourage public involvement. Taoyuan County, which
houses 20% of the nation’s food manufacturers, is especially important when it comes to food safety
issues, Mayor Wu said. The county government has examined 2,200 food factories, supermarkets,
chain stores, convenient stores, and grocery stores this month. As many as 94,270 products are
removed from store shelves as the accumulated fines reach NT$ 6 million and two cases are reported
to the Prosecutors Office.

A hotline, which is 1950, is set up as a tool for general public to gain information about
consumer’s right and healthy diet, Mayor Wu notes. People who are rejected when returning products
to vendors may file complaints to the county government’s consumer service center. A series of food
safety workshops are also held. Tan Dun-ci, the widow of the late Chang Gung Memorial Hospital
toxicologist Lin Chieh-liang, and Yan Zong-hai, the nephrologist from the same hospital, are invited to

speak on “My Plate”, a set of nutrition guidelines developed to encourage balanced diet.
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