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TaoyuanUpgrade Countdown@nd
Ceremony

On December 25, we celebrated both Christmas
and the end of 2013 because Taoyuan will be upgraded
to a special municipality next year. Taoyuan County
Government held this special and grand Upgrade
Countdown and Christmas Lighting Ceremony for
the twofold purpose. Together with over ten county

councilors, Mayor Wu Chih-yang activated the

countdown lamp. According to Mr. Wu, the County
Government will actively implement major constructions and improve social welfare, so that the
upgrade will translate into real changes in people’s lives.

At the ceremony, Mayor Wu gave a detailed account of the local development history of
Taoyuan. Originally a part of Shinchiku Prefecture, Taoyuan became an independent county in 1950.
Its population exceeded two million people on June 7, 2010 and was approved as a future special
municipality on the first of January, 2011. Taoyuan will formally become a special municipality in
2014. The long course of four years, as Mr. Wu indicated, has given Taoyuan sufficient time to prepare
for all the related affairs.

Mayor Wu noted that the thirteen townships in Taoyuan haven’t reached the same degree of
development due to the limitation of administrative divisions. He hopes that all townships could
embrace and collaborate with one another in developing and constructing Taoyuan City. Moreover,
public policies, social welfare and administrative efficiency will be integrated as one. People in
Taoyuan should seize this hard-earned and precious opportunity, bringing Taoyuan to a new level and
spearheading the development of the area of Taoyuan, Hsinchu and Miaoli. The upgrade is expected to
help invigorate Taiwan’s economic development and put this island on the global stage.

In response to the upgrade, the County Government will redesign its web portal and keep citizens
well-informed by providing monthly reports of the government’s themed events and social welfare. By
so doing, we will allow the general public to experience the benefits of the upgrade in their daily life.
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