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“Weekly Organic Vegetables for Students” Press Conference

Y -

To provide students healthier and safer lunch ingredi-
ents, starting from the beginning of a new semester in this
February, the Taoyuan County Government will serve organic -
vegetables two days a week at 167 schools that have their own
kitchen facilities. The additional cost of NT$ 46.75 million a
year will be covered by the county government in hopes that
students have healthy balanced diets in early ages.

In the “Weekly Organic Vegetables for Students’press

conference held on January 17, the county government an-

nounced that organic vegetables will be provided to 167

schools equipped with kitchens twice a week. Seasonal veg-
etables will be replaced by organic vegetables for school lunches which include three dishes and
a soup. About 110,000 students can benefit from the policy. As Mayor Wu notes, Taoyuan County
produces organic vegetables for northern Taiwan, and the vegetables are the popular choice in
northern Taiwan’s major supermarkets. The organic vegetables of students’ school lunches in New
Taipei City also come from Taoyuan County. Students in Taoyuan County must be given opportu-
nity to enjoy their hometown vegetables. Eating natural organic vegetables can help students not
only avoid eating food additives that are harmful to their bodies, but also get the idea of healthy
diets.

The affiliated kindergartens that share the same kitchens with primary schools will be
subsidized as well. Given that organic vegetables should be processed by certified factories, the
factories located in Taoyuan County for dealing with organic vegetables will be assisted by the
Agriculture Development Bureau to gain certificates. The factories are expected to be certified
by this July. Starting from August this year, all schools including the 82 schools that order lunch

boxes made outside the campus can serve organic vegetables two days a week.
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