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The Taoyuan Stage of 2014 Tour de Taiwan

Taoyuan Stage of 2014 Tour de Taiwanwas the first recognizedbicycle race with a finish
line on an airplane runway. On March 10, approximately two hundred elite athletesand twenty-
two teams from all over the world rode across nine cities and townshipsin Taoyuan County—a
highway bicycle race witha total distance of 160 kilometers.The event perfectly ended at Dayuan
Naval Base, where cyclists sprinted for victory. Mayor Wu awarded the winner with two unique
prizes: theAerotropolisSprintLeaderJersey and Personal Grand Championship.

Starting at Taoyuan County Performing Arts Center,
the Taoyuan Stage of 2014 Tour de Taiwan covered nine areas,
including Taoyuan, Luchu, Dayuan, Guanyin, Shinwu, Jungli,
Pingzhen, Yangmei and Longtan. At the final venue, riders
competed with one another for six rounds on the runway at Da-
yuan Naval Base. It was a relativelyfreezingday. The proximity
to sea, fiercewind and low temperature made the naval base an
even more challengingroute. Though faced with daunting diffi-
culties, each and every cycliststill competed with high morale.
Mr.Wu, the chiefs ofbureaus and offices and cycling fans came

to the naval baseto root for the athletes.

Mayor Wu pointed out that thisnaval base in Taoyuan
was the military base closest to Taiwan’s capital and Mainland
China. It was also the home to tworenownedunits: the Fifth Wing and the Black Cat Squadron.
American U-2 surveillance planesused to take off fromthe runway, accomplishing numerous
tough operations and military exploits. Because the site is of historical significance, Taoyuan
County wants to send a message to the entire nation: No matter how the construction of Taoyuan
Aerotropolis goes, the County Government willpreservethe main runway of about 3.6 kilome-
ters. The runwaywould become aunique cultural asset, under a plan approved by Urban Planning

Commission, Ministry of the Interior.
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