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Observation of Harvest of Wheat in Guanyin Township

In a bid to revitalize farmlands, Bureau of Agriculture, Taoyuan County Government as-
sisted farmers in planting wheat on a trial basis in Guanyin and other areas. By now, the plants
has already tasseled and entered the harvest phase. To understand the problems that wheat farmers
might encounter, Mayor Wu, Chih-yang visited Guanyin Township, not only observing how the
wheat grew, but also discussing the issue with farmers.

To adapt to the fallowing policy changes, increase
farmer profits and adjust the need of water during spring
seedling period, Bureau of Agriculture, Taoyuan County Gov-
ernment collaborated with Taoyuan District Agricultural Re-
search and Extension Station, Council of Agriculture, Execu-
tive Yuan, promoting the forty-hectare wheat trial cultivation -
on farmlands in Xinwu Township, Guanyin Township as well
as Pingzhen City. Wheat was chosen for this plan because it
was a high-value cash crop. The use of pesticide wasforbidden
in the trial. Mayor Wu noted that the trial cultivation of fal-
lowing farms can revitalize farms without weeding. Thereby,
wheat was a plant worthy of cultivation.

According to farmers, wheat could be sold at the price
of thirty to forty NT dollars per kilogram. Although wheat be-
longed to high-value cash crops, insecticide was not allowed

because the contractual business requested so. As a result, the
plentiful harvest was undermined by the three-fold problems: birds, water and bugs. Moreover,
the wheat had to be harvested in the way that rice was harvested, which could be quite costly.
Mr.Wu promised on the scene that he would ask Bureau of Agriculture to formulate subsidies.
Some farmers feared that fraud contracts might be used to deprive farmers of their wheat
contract farming reward. Mr. Wu indicated that the fallowing policy regulates that plant survival
rate of wheat should reach certain thresholds to obtain such a reward. In addition, the wheat
would be purchased by the contractual business. Famers who meet the requirements of revitalized
farmland plan approved by Agriculture and Food Agency would receive forty-five thousand NT
dollars per hectare. For this reason, the mayor accentuated that farmers should sign contracts with
the contractual business recommended by Council of Agriculture, so as to a prevent disputes.
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