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Mayor Wu Encourages a Brave Rider with Cerebral Palsy :

Sun Yu-ren's Quest for the World Championship

On April 7, Mayor Wu Chih-Yang went to the Therapeutic Riding Center of Taiwan at Qi
Zhi Vocational Training Center, an organization that helps mentally and physically challenged
persons to rehabilitate by means of horse riding. Though challenged by cerebral palsy, Sun Yu-
ren is still busy preparing for the FEI World Equestrian Games. Besides boosting the young man's
morale, Mr. Wu ordered the Education Bureau to subsidize Sun's training fee according to regula-
tions and help him pursue his dreams.

Now 24, Sun is a student of the Evening
Division at Vanung University. He has trouble mov-
ing his body or talking clearly. He never learnt how
to walk until he was five years old. When he was
a second grader at junior high school, he started to ==
receive therapeutic riding. The rhythmic movement
on the horseback assisted him in relaxing muscles
and developing his balance. At that moment, he
discovered a brand-new life on the horseback. Sun
regained his self-esteem by riding horses and later
became a professional rider. Acknowledged by the
Presidential Education Award in 1999, he took part in the Grade 3 Para Equestrian Classification
in 2010 and 2012, claiming the second place in respective games. Presently, he is practicing hard
for the World Equestrian Games held at the end of August at Normandy, France.

Not only does the Therapeutic Riding Center of Taiwan help the handicapped persons
with rehabilitation, it also cultivates a world-class equestrian rider. Brave and dare, Sun has cho-
sen the road less traveled by. He has been persistent in realizing his dream. This praiseworthy and
admirable rider has to take part-time jobs to pay his tuition and strives to overcome the limitations
of his circumstances.

Sun has to participate in two intentional competitive events in Belgium and Germany by
August, so as to obtain over 60 % points and secure his qualification for World Equestrian Games.
However, the training costs two million six hundred thousand NT dollars, including horse pur-
chase, temporary care, transportation, airplane tickets and registration fees. The expenditure is so
huge that the center just cannot afford. Therefore, Mayor Wu instructed the Education Bureau to
offer him partial subsidy based on regulations. He also urged all sector of the society to provide
Sun with the helps he needs. With the necessary aids, he would be able to compete overseas on
Taiwan's behalf, attend the most prestigious equestrian game and win honors for his country.
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