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“Praying for Taiwan and the Recovery of Kaohsiung”:A Fundraising Event

At the midnight of August 1, a series of terrifying gas explosions in Kaohsiung resulted in 30
deaths and 310 people with severe and minor injuries. Upon hearing the news, Mayor Wu Chih-
Yang immediately bade an eight-member task force from Fire Bureau to rush to the affected area.
Moreover, he offered his condolences to Kaohsiung Mayor Chen Chu by phone, willing to do
whatever necessary to help rebuild the city.

Taoyuan County Mayor Wu
Chih-Yang attended the fundraising
event titled “Praying for Taiwan and
the Recovery of Kaohsiung” in the
evening of August 7, serving as one
of the volunteer operators. He made
numerous phone calls and strived to
collect money from donors, which
would be used in Kaohsiung post-
disaster reconstruction. Wu noted that
Taoyuan County immediately sent
out a rescue team from Fire Bureau
to the blast-torn neighborhood. In
the course of seven days, the whole
country united in non-partisan
endeavors to tackle the catastrophe—an example of the great compassion of people in Taiwan.
Every single donation, regardless of its amount, is a significant token of love. It is hoped that
people across the nation could collaborate in rebuilding Kaohsiung.

On August 3, “Taoyuan’s Prayers for Taiwan”, a cross-religion ceremony, was held at the
square in front of the county office in the evening, so as to pray for the deceased in Kaohsiung
Gas Explosions and TransAsia Air Crash. At the gathering, firefighters dispatched to Kaohsiung
right after the gas blast, received flowers and admiration. Mayor Wu, representatives and
members of various religious groups, and over 1600 attendees mourned for the dead at the two
disasters and the fallen firefighters. Each participant lighted his or her candle, radiated rays of
peace and hope, with an aim to transform wills into healing powers. Together, they prayed that
their homeland and fellow Taiwanese citizens would be free from any calamity.

In the wake of the tragedy, Mr. Wu Chih-Yang soon donated two hundred thousand NT
dollars to the relief efforts. Likewise, Taoyuan County government opened an exclusive account,
calling for generous donations and collective action—symbols of the kindness and selflessness
of people in Taoyuan. The money received will be given to victims for daily needs and spent on
reconstruction.
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